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At present, the number of feeble-minded boys and men who are auto- 
matically discharged, but who cannot be expected to assume the re- 
sponsibilities forced upon them by society, increases the percentages to 
make good. 

The report contains much that will interest both specialists and 
general readers. 

Northwestern University. W. L. Uhl. 



Scritti Giuridici Varii (Various Juridical Essays) by Dr. Jur. 
Giovanni Brunctti, Professor of Law at the Royal Institute of 
Social Sciences of Florence. Unione Tipografico-Editrice Tor- 
inese, 1915. Two volumes, pp. VIII-241 and IX-315. 
We regret deeply to be unable to say more about this most inter- 
esting collection of various essays, because, important though they 
are, they are without the province of this Review, since they deal with 
private and public civil law, international law, history and philosophy 
of law. 

Suffice it to mention the high importance that even from the point 
of view of criminal law have the essay concerning the self limitation 
of rights that the state imposes upon itself, the essay upon the inter- 
pretation of the law as it is made by the judge, and the study of the 
Italian law on that vexed European question of the natural child that 
the father or the mother wants to legitimate. 

New York University. Vittorio Racca. 



Philadelphia Municipal Court, Report for Nineteen Sixteen. 
Pp. 320. 

"To dig deep for underlying causes and to treat those who have 
met with misfortune in a humane and understanding spirit is the 
task with which we are concerned." This sentence from Judge 
Brown's introductory statement of the year's work is typical of the 
spirit of the entire report, and, one is led to believe, of the court 
itself. This report, unusual in many particulars, is well worth the 
attention of social service workers connected with courts, as well 
as of all other students of the social and economic problems of a 
large city. 

This is the first, and indeed the only, instance of the several 
branches of the various courts of a great city being united under one 
organization, and working together toward a common purpose For 
this reason alone the report is of value, for after three years' ex- 
perience one is able to arrive at a fairly safe conclusion as to the 
success of such a plan. This report is an indication that a combina- 
tion of courts will work successfully, and to the saving of time, 
money, and efficiency. 

Again, in this report is presented the unusual spectacle of a 
court studying and testing out itself, in an intelligent effort to 
improve its work. The statistics, differing radically from those col- 
lected by most courts, are a valuable contribution to the study of 
underlying causes of dependency and delinquency, both adult and 
juvenile. And when these statistics are used by the court itself to 



